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staying in Munich. A courier was immediately dispatched to
Napoleon, but the Emperor arrived in Munich on the night of
3ist December, 1805. The next morning he wrote as follows:
To the Viceroy Eugene Beauharnais: Cousin, I have arrived in
Munich; I have arranged your marriage with Princess Auguste
and already made the announcement. This morning the Princess
visited me and I had a long conversation with her. Enclosed is
her portrait on a cup; "Elle est mieux que $a." ' Two days later
he wrote again: 'Cousin! within twelve hours of the receipt of this
letter you will leave in great haste and come to Munich/ x

The Viceroy obeyed. In the meantime the Emperor thanked
the Elector and his family for their difficult decision. The Peace
of Pressburg had not merely brought a considerable increase of
land and population and made Bavaria independent of the
Imperial constitution, but it was now raised to the status of a
kingdom. In the forenoon of ist January, gorgeously attired
heralds, accompanied by the Court trumpeters, proclaimed the
elevation of Bavaria to a kingdom. Maximilian Joseph thus
became His Majesty and the Prince became a Crown Prince.
Napoleon had to acknowledge that Ludwig had persuaded his
sister, even if contre caur, to agree to the Emperor's wish. He
therefore presented the Crown Prince with the Grand Cross of the
Legion of Honour and with the words: 'You are my advance
guard/ fastened his sword on him. This is not exactly a costly
treasure/ declared Napoleon, 'but I carried this sword at
Austerlitz. Use it to defend your country/

Scarcely had Eugfene Beauharnais received the Emperor's
command and entered his travelling coach, than he wrote a letter
to the Crown Prince describing 'what an impression of intelligence,
goodness and blissful hope' Auguste's picture on the coffee cup
had made upon him, and referred to the emotions with which she
already inspired him.2

Magnificent festivities, at which Napoleon was present, took
place in Munich to celebrate the victories of the mighty Corsican
and the country's newly acquired sovereign rights. On
I4th January, 1806, the festivities culminated in the nuptials
of Eugene Beauharnais with Princess Auguste. Never before had

1  Napoleon to the Viceroy Eugene, Munich, 31st December, 1805, and 3rd
January, 1806.   Du Casse, II, 17.

2  Viceroy Eugene to Crown Prince Ludwig.   Army Headquarters at Padua,
4th January, 1806.   Munich H.A.